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Annual retreat at Lone Pine
draws 35 enthusiastic singers !

Photo by Jerry Walter
Gary Boles and Hershel Pesner duet a
matching “ ah” vowel at our retreat at Lone
Pine Saturday.

COLCHESTER -- The 22nd Annual
Fall Retreat wasabooming successin
every senseof theword, asGary Bolles
returned for asecond installment of his
tremendousinsight in coaching sSinging
barbershop musicwell.

Thoseattending theretreat |ast year
recognized thestep upin skill level be-
ginning Friday evening. Last year most
of the session was spent demongtrating
and drilling basic singing habits. Since
we have worked on things such as
“holding theinstrument properly” and
“usng abdomind breething.”

Thisyear, wewereready towork at
thenextlevd of Sngingthesamesounds

by Jerry Walter, Editor

at the sametimein tune and with the
sameexpression.

Gary began hisweekend of coach-
ing Friday afternoon by working with
Grade A Fancy for two hours. They
showed on Saturday that they could
implement many of Gray’spointson
snging better.

Friday evening 30 singers experi-
enced theeaseat which Gary canget a
chorus, at least our chorus, to execute
what hewastrying to demondtrate.

We worked a lot on “feeling the
pulsg’ of our balad, “ Rosesof Picardy,”
not an easy task. All agreed that main-
taining the pul sewas much morethan
singing the notes of the song.

Greg isworking on sending usless
information by hisdirecting style. Ac-
cordingto Gary, Greg givesusfar too
muchinformation, which makesit diffi-
cult for the chorusand director towork
together.

Much of the all-day Saturday ses-
sion was spent working on diction,
diphthongsand energizing the ends of
wordsand phrases.

Theclosing “Happy Hour” follow-
ingwasnot assuccessful asanticipated,
but was appreciated by those able to
attend.

September board
meeting highlights

fromDraft Minutes
The September Board of Directors
meeting was held on 9/10 and thefol-
lowing itemsarenoteworthy:

Approved the payment of District
Fall Convention registration feesfor
chorusmemberswho actudly attendthe
convention.

Approved asecond ‘ annual show’
for 2004 to be held in the central Ver-
mont area.

Approved the date of the 20 Week
Club banquet asFriday April 30.

Appointed Mo Cerutti as2004 An-
nual Show Chairman (for both shows).

Approved the solicitation of thefol-
lowing quartetsfor theannual show in
2005: Wheelhouse, Riptide, Uptown
Sound and Power Play.

Theonly acceptable datefor ajoint
annual Holiday show is Saturday De-
cember 6.

Theholiday show inVergenneson
Sunday December 14 has been con-
firmed.

Inside

More photos of retreat
Champlain Echoes Go Hollywood
You think my spelling is bad?
Sweet Adelines winners

In appreciation of the GMC
Good work, guys!

Barre-Tones show Saturday

New song learning schedule
Coming Events
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A publication of the Burlington, Vermont
Chapter of SPEBSQSA, Inc., a nonprofit,
charitable and educational organization,
published each Tuesday on which a chapter
meeting is scheduled.

Unless accompanied by a byline, all articles
are written by the editor, who assumes all
responsibility for accuracy and content.
Articles represent the opinions of their authors
and do not necessarily represent the opinions
of the members or officers of the chapter. To
the extent permitted by space, all written
communications received by the editor will
be published. The editor, reserves the right to
edit all copy for punctuation and length.

Deadline for copy is 9:00 p.m. Monday
preceding each issue. Copy is accepted in
the following order of preference: email, IBM
compatible 3.5 diskettes - almost any word
processor, ASCII text; facsimile to 802 985-
8661, oral dictation by phone and, of course,
hard copy.

E-Mail: JerWalter@hotmail.com

Burlington Chapter
Board of Directors

President John Villeré
802 859-3403
VP Devel. (Membership) Reid Allen

802 862.-8987

VP Music & Performance Charlie Church
802 879-1981

Quartet Vice President Charlie Cerutti
802 485-6924
Secretary John Zweighaft
802 879-6422
Treasurer Denis Brochu
802 860-6465
Program VP [Vacant]
Members at Large
Al Carpenter Jerry Huetz
Dick Labrecque
Serge Rizzo Jerry Walter
Immediate Past-President Gary Brunell
Additional Officers
Music Director Greg Morrill
Assistant Directors Chuck Laufer
Reid Allen Pat Heise
Chorus Coaches Gary Bolles
Pat Heise Steve Janes
Brian O’Leary Steve Plumb
Dan Signor Karen Rourke

Steve Tramack
Learning Tape/Quartet Coordinator [ vacant]

2004 Show Chairman Don Pierce
Harmony Foundation Chairman  Dale Higgs
Sunshine Chairman Gary Brunell
Public Relations Chairman Serge Rizzo
20 Week Club Chairman Dick Labrecque
Uniform Chairman Tif Crowell
Booking Agent Al Carpenter

Section Leaders

Tenor- Chuck Laufer Lead- Neil Cerutti
Baritone- Bob Cauley Bass- Dave Stonecliffe
Librarian John Zweighaft
Chorus Manager Don Pierce
Package Show Producer Charlie Church
Chapter Barbershopper of the year 2002

Al Carpenter

Division Barbershopper of the year 2000
CharlieChurch

Page 2

The Undertone

September 23, 2003



September 23, 2003 The Undertone Page 3



DIRECTOR'’s

C
o Good work, guys!

by Greg Morrill
Music Director
Great work this past weekend at
theretreat, guys! Asalwaysyou
showed great saminaandwilling-
ness to be coached. Gary com-
mented on these attributes. Hewasim-
pressed with the progressyou've made
inayear andimpressed at how respon-
sveyou continueto beto hiscoaching.
Now it'sup to usto continue thework
andimprovement.

In the short term we all have some
work to do (particularly me!) toincor-
porate what we did at retreat into our
contest package. Our goalsremainthe
same, but we have very littletime to
become comfortableand confident with
someof thechanges. Again, someform
of review between rehearsalscan make
thedifference. If you'reunsure, bringa
taperecorder to rehearsa and tapewhat
wedo. You can usethat asamidweek
reminder. Also, taping our run-throughs
cangiveyou alearning tapethat'scloser
towhat we'restriving for.

Inthelong term, we can start work-
ing onmoreof theingredientsfor good
singing. Not that we've mastered the
basics, but we'veimproved to apoint
where they are almost unconscious-
awareness. Now we can apply our con-

AmzZ 0

sciousawarenessto additiona factors
such asmatching sounds.

Having Gary gave usagood check-
point that (a) we have improved and
(b) wereontheright track. Let’scon-
tinueaong that track by achieving our
god a Didtrict!

Barre-Tones show
Saturday!

The Barre-Tones present their 32nd
Annual barbershop Showcase“Name
that Tune” on September 27, 2003 at
7:30 p.m. at the Barre Opera House,
Barre, Vermont. Special guest quartet
isChangeof Heart, 1999 International
Harmony Queens.

The OperaHouseislocated in the
center of Barreat 6 N. Main Street at
the corner of Main and Prospect
Streets.

Ticket pricesare: Adults- $12.00,
Seniors (60 plus) - $10.00, K-12th
grade - $8.00, Afterglow - $3.00
(Hedding Methodist Church, just
around the corner at 40 Washington
Street.). Ticketsareavailableat Capi-
tol Stationers, Montpelier; Smply De-
licious, Barre; Barre Opera House
Tickets Office (credit cards accepted)
- 802-476-8188; or at thedoor. Tick-
ets can also be obtained by calling
Sharon at 229-9591 or Diane at 485-
7712.

(Song learning schedule )

2004 Annual Show Song Introduction and O.0.S. Dates
Introduction Out of Spots

Song Date Date
"Battle Hymn Of The Republic” Done 9/2/03
"South Rampart Street Parade” Done 9/2/03
"Way Down Yonder In New Orleans”  Done 9/9/03
"Darkness On The Delta" Done 9/2/03
"The Birth Of The Blues" Done 12/2/03
"Basin Street Blues" 1/6/04 3/2/04
“Hush" 1/6/04 3/2/04
"The Impossible Dream"” 1/6/04 3/2/04
"When The Saints Go Marching In" 3/2/04 5/4/04

\"How Great Thou Art" 3/2/04 5/4/04 y
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September 27  --
(Saturday)

October 24-25 --
(Fri. - Sat.)

December 6
(Saturday)

December 7
(Sunday)

December 14
(Sunday)

December 16

(Tuesday)

January ?

January 31
(Saturday)

February 14
(Saturday)

March 19-20
(Fri. - Sat.)

April 30
(Friday)

May 29
(Saturday)

June 27-July 4 --
(Tues.-Sun.)

Barre-Tones Show
Barre Opera House
7:30 See article this page

NED Convention and
Contest -- Saratoga
Springs, NY

-- Annual Holiday Show

(Tentative)

-- Elks Memorial Service

Warm up 12:30

-- Vergennes Holiday Show

2:00 p.m.
Vergennes Opera House

-- First 20 Week Club

Drawing

2004

-- Installation Banquet

-- Great Northern Harmony

Workshop, Montréal
with Uptown Sound

-- Singing Valentines

-- NED Prelims, VLQ and

Western Division
Contests, Albany area

- 20 Week Club Banquet

- Annual Show featuring

Chordiac Arrest

International Convention
and Contests - Louisville,

Kentucky
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