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Mini-retreat next
Wednesday with Dan Signor!

As, hopefully, many of you know,
next Wednesday, wewill be meset-
ing at 7:00 p.m. for acoaching ses-
sion with Dan Signor, director of
the Hanover, New Hampshire
Chapter’sNorth Country Chords-
men.

Why an outsider?

While Dan may beconsidered an
“outsider” since heisn’t achapter
member, he certainly should befa-
miliar to virtually al of our regu-
lar members. Dan is, by profes-
sion, amusic educator, heteaches
choral music to middlie school stu-
dents, who couldn’t be more un-
likely to taketo therigorsof sing-
ing properly.

Like famed directors who have
proceeded him, Dan, insstson hav-
ing his performersdo it “theright
way, every time.”

So, if you know what to do and
canactualy doit, thenwhy not ex-
ecute properly every time. It's all
about toleranceand discipline. That
IS, what is your tolerance to per-

by Jerry Walter, Editor

forming animperfect job with your
singing?

Can you discipline yourself to
practice what you know is correct
until it becomesahabit?Yes, if you
pay close attention to what you are
doing.

Consider singing the Barberpole
Cat songs. Normally, wejust “sing
away” not paying attention to tech-
nique. Just abad habit?Perhaps, but
itisonethat can be changed.

How many of us can put your
hands on the orange-yellow “GMC
MEMBERVOCAL GOALS’ sheet
handed out afew monthsago?How
many recall the goalsit lists?

Perhaps we need to re-review
those goalsso that they are not for-
gotten entirely.

Always hold your “instru-
ment” in good singing position.

Alwaysuseabdominal breath-
ing.

Always sing with a resonant
freely supported sound.

See Goals page 2

Tunbridge show
Sunday 6/22

by Don Pierce, Chorus Manager

Our second summer Package Show
will be this coming Sunday, June
22, for the Vermont History Expo
2003 at the Tunbridge World'sFair
Groundsin Tunbridge, VT. Warm-
upwill beat 12:00 p.m., with show
timeat 1:30 p.m.

Our performance will last 45
minutes. Sign-up for thisevent is
light sofar, particularly inthelead
section.

Admission tickets to the fair-
grounds for chorus members will
be distributed tonight at the break.
Based on the brochure distributed
inal theloca mediaand by Al Car-
penter, thisshould beavery inter-
esting event to attend -- bring the
family -- comeearly and stay late!
Detailed information can be

See Tunbridge page 4
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YMIH Update The Half Steps graduateI
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Photo by Jordan Silverman, for the Free Press
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TheHalf Seps, fresh fromour annual show, sing the* Sar Spangled Banner” at their Essex
High graduation last Saturday. They are: Billy Thompson, Drew Carlisle, Joel Pastor and

Sam Chapple-Sokol.
Goals frompage 1

Alwayssing thesamesound
at the same time as the rest
of the ensemble.

Always sing in tune.

Always sing with emotion
and color.

Alwayssing with the proper
volume relationship.

Always be prepared to sing
new music as it is scheduled
to be sung and to be out of
the spots on the risers.

Always be up to date on
chorus repertoire.

Always know the melody.

Alwaysremember to smile.

If you can just work on one
of these each day, they will be-
come habit and you can then just
stand up and sing for the pure
pleasure of singing.

Don’t miss next Wednesday's
mini-retreat!
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Driving to Montréal?

Canadian Customs suggeststhat
you have a US Passport and a
photo ID. My experience has
been that Vermontersare merely
asked where they are going,
why and for how long, and
whether they are going to leave
anything in Canada. Those liv-
ing further away, and many of
you have had this experience
coming to district conventions
in Montréal, being more suspi-
cious, especially if wearing
beards, may require more proof
of civilness.

Returning has been morerig-
orous. U. S. Customs will usu-
ally ask for a photo 1D, may
check your trunk [for terrorists],
ask how long have you beenin
Canada and whether you are
bringing anything back that
needs to be declared. [Like we
know better than they what is
declarable!]
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Music team
update:

by Charlie Church, Music VP
TheMusic Teamwould liketo takea

minute of your timeyou updateyou on
three specia upcoming events.

1) Tonight, wewill kick-off the songs
for the 2004 Annual Show. Music
packetswith all the 2004 show music
will beapassed out. learning tapeson
CD and cassettewill alsobeavailable.
The songsonthelearning tapeswill be
in the order that the choruswill learn
themusic. During rehearsal, alearning
tape CD will be played and Greg will
go over many of the songs. The idea
hereistointroducethemusicand dlow
chorusmemberstowork ahead at their
own pace. The objectiveisto be"out
of spots' very soon after asongisin-

troduced. We continueto find that lack
of knowledgeon * notesandwords’ is
amajor deterrent to our progressinim-
proved vocal production. For those
memberswho haven't been around for
awhile, your attendancewill alow you
to get in the “ground floor” for 2004
musiC.

2) A Package Show thiscoming Sun-
day, 6/22/03, in Tunbridge. All thede-
tailsareinthisweek'sUndertone. The
Music Team would respectfully point
out that thisshow may well bethe big-
gest potentia audiencewewill haveal
year. So far, 18 guys are signed up -
this includes nine Basses and three
Leads! Might therebeapotentia prob-
lemhere?

3) Therewill be no chapter meeting
next Tuesday, June 24, - instead wewill
meet on Wednesday 6/25/03. Therea

sonfor thischangeisthat we'rehaving
Dan Signor coming to coach us. Dan's
own chorusmeetson Tuesday'sand thus
themesting night changefor us.

Asmany of you know, Dan bringsa
lot to thetableintermsof our vocal en-
hancement. Danisamusic educator, a
Singing category judge, Sngsinacouple
of great quartets, hashischorusmoving
up rapidly in District competition, and
isontheDidrict'sSingingA'steam. The
Music Team considersthisa"must at-
tend" event for both chorusand quartet
members. Thiscoaching sessonwill ac-
tually bethekick-off event for the Fall
Contest. We're scheduled towork with
Danfrom 7:00t0 9:30 - wemay go until
10:00if themood isright and progress
continuesto be made. Pleaseplanto
comeearly and stay late. you'll getalot
out of theevening.

4 )
Playbill for

Sunday:

o0 “Happy DaysAreHere
Again”

MC

0 “Muskrat Ramble”’

0 “Alexander’sRagtime Band]
MC

0 HV -1song

0 Dreamers- 1 song

0 “Goodbye, Dixie, Goodbye’
0 “Sam, You MadeThe Pants
ToolLong”

0 “SoHigh, SoLow, SoWide”
(w/MC voiceover)

o0 GradeA Fancy - 1song

0 “That Lucky Old Sun”

MC

0 “TheLion SleepsTonight”

o0 CVQ-1song
0 “Héllo,Mary Lou”
MC

0 “God BlessAmerica”

\_
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NED News:

by Jim Dodge,

NED DVPMusic & Performance
Montréal news

Right about now, dl of uswhoaregoing
totheInternationa contestin Montred
aregetting our tickets. For many of you,
itwill beyour first Internationa sothese
areexciting days. Hereareafew tips
to help you make this a wonderful
experience.

For the best info you can get about
Montreal, go to the district website (
http://newebgroup.com/ned/) and click
on the Montreal logo. The Montreal
chapter hascompiled aneverythingyou
needtoknow" pagethét literally covers
theworks. You can click on the Bell
Centre and get a seating chart to see
whereyou aresitting. You canfindtips
onwhat you need to know to crossthe
border. Youwill find out that you need
extended medical coverage once in
Canada. If you drive, you need an
extendedinsurance certificatefromyour
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insuranceman. Youwill find out what
restaurantsMurray Phillipslikes(if you
want agourmet delight, follow Murray
:>)) A great sourceof info!

SomeHCNE news! Weregistered our
26th quartet thisweekend. I've asked
our Regigtrar, DonHouldsworth, to stop
accepting quartet registrationswhenwe
reach 28. We havethat many coaches
at thistime. Thenext quartetsafter that
will begivenaplaceinlinesothat, as
we sign up more coaches, we can add
quartetsinthe order of their registra-
tion.

Anather conventiontipfor youfirg-tim-
erst Whenyouarrive, youwill haveto
register. Thiswill probably takeplace
at the Headquarters hotel (help,
Murray!) but they should know at each
hotel. Youwill get anamebadgeanda
plastic holder. Thesingleticket youre-
ceivedinthemail isthen placed inthe
holder and displayed at the door for
each contest session.

Page 3



Directions to
Tunbridge:

From 189 - get off at Exit 3 and head
east for gpprox 6 mileson VT Route 14.
Theturnnorthonto VT Route 110. The
fargroundsare6 milesfromtheintersec-
tion of Routes 14 and 110. You can aso
get off I89 at Exit 4 and head east through
East Randolph but this looks like a
cowpath on the map.

Adventurousfolk candso get thereby
taking Route 110 south fromwhereitin-
tersectswith USRoute 302in East Barre.
Thedistancefromthisintersectiontothe
fairgroundsisapprox 22 miles.

Tunbridgefrom page 1
founda:"www.vermonthigtory.org/expo’.

Directionsto Tunbridge can befound
Isawhereinthisissue. Enter thefargrounds
through Gate#2. Show your admission
passat the gate and you will bedirected
to thedesignated parking areafor Expo
participants. Youwill dsobegivenamap
of thegrounds. Head for theMain Stage
entertainment area at the fairground's
Grandstand, We'll bewarming-up at or
near theMain Stage.

Uniformfor thiseventiswhitetux shirt,
black tux trousers, back shoes/socksand
paidey tiesand vests. Quartets- please
notethat thechorusuniformistobe
wor n. Weknow of no availabledressing
areaso you might either want to come
dressed or planto usearest roomonthe
fairgrounds.

Barbershop: La joie de vivre
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Convention
Update:
Volunteers still
needed!

by Bruce Checca, House Chairman
bcheccal@nycap.rr.com

| have several spotsthat need to be
filledyet...

Oneisfor severa peopletowatch
over the BarberTotsroom -- no, you
don’t havetobaby-sit anyone! This
jobis to make surethat theroomis
OK. Parents have to be in the room
withtheir childrenat al times!

Therewill bealivefeed fromthe
stageinto the room, so you can still
seed| of thesessions. Timesarewhen-
ever anevent isgoingonintheBell
Center -- including the AIC show,
World Harmony Jamboree, College
contest, etc.

Let meknow if you areinterestedin
staffing thisspot for asession.

Theother needisfor aFloor Cap-
tainwilling to overseethe volunteers
ononeof thethree Bell Center levels
weareusing at dl thecontest sessons.
That meansbeingtherefor all the ses-
sions, intouchwithmeby radio, and
seeing to any problemsthat arise on
that floor during the sessions. | have
two of thethreefloorscovered dready,
s0if you're interestedintaking thison,
let meknow ASAP.

Thanks... Bruce

Where are my seats?
When you receiveyour tickets, there

will be a Section number, Row and
Seat number. Check thelocationonthe
seating chart at the nedistrict.org web
site at /Montreal/international/
molsoncenter.htm[Yes, | know it'sthe
Bell Centre, but the addressiscorrect.
Ed.]. Thefloor seating isdividedinto
ninesectionsnumbered as.

987 with1being nearest the stage.
654 Each sectionisabout 17 rows
321 by 14 seatswide.
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June 22
(Sunday)

June 24
(Tuesday)

June 25
(Wednesday)

June 29 -
July 6

July 11
(Friday)

- Package Show
Tunbridge, VT
Vermont Historical Society
1:30 p.m. show

- NO MEETING See next

entry

- Mini Retreat - Dan

Signor 7:00 p.m.
St. Francis School

2003 International
Convention and Contest
MONTREAL! Sign up now!

- National Anthem

Vermont EXPOS
Warm up 6:30

July 27-Augest 3 --Harmony College

August 1
(Friday)

August 8-10
(Fri. - Sun.)
August 23

(Saturday)

Swptember 16 --
(Tuesday)

September 19-20 --
(Fri. - Sat.)
September 20
(Saturday)

October 24-25 --
(Fri. - Sat.)

December 7
(Sunday)

December ?

January ?

St. Joseph , Missouri
Sign up now!

- National Anthem

Vermont EXPOS
Warm up 6:30

- Harmony College NE

- Package show Vergennes

Early Singout Wake Robin
Shelburne 6:30

Fall Retreat place TBD
Coach - Gary Bolles

--Champlain Echoes Show

Flynn Space, Burlington

NED Convention and
Contest -- Saratoga
Springs, NY

- Elks Memorial Service

Warm up 12:30

-- Annual Holiday Show

2004

- Installation Banquet
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